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INDONESIAN ABATTOIRS — LIVE CATTLE TRADE SUSPENSION 

338. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

Last week the federal government announced an immediate suspension of the live cattle trade to Indonesia in 
response to the images of animal cruelty shown on the ABC’s Four Corners program. Can the minister explain 
what consultation there was with the largest cattle-exporting state in Australia before this decision was made? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Geraldton for his question and for his ongoing interest in agricultural matters. As he well 
knows, this is not a decision that impacts just on the northern part of Australia; in fact, it impacts on the entire 
cattle industry in Western Australia. I will say right from the outset that the images presented on Four Corners 
were absolutely horrendous. I am sure that no-one on either side of the house and no-one in the agricultural 
sector accepts or condones those actions. It is really important that we address such issues and that we ensure 
that no livestock is subject to that sort of cruelty. However, I do not support the decision to shut down the entire 
industry right across Australia. There is no doubt that the federal government has a responsibility to take the 
emotion out of this debate. It has a responsibility to make a sensible, reasonable, well-thought-out response. It 
was lazy and it made a knee-jerk response to this issue. It did not consult the sector. It did not consult the most 
significant state in Australia in the live animal export trade—that is, Western Australia. There was no 
consultation. The federal government made that call by itself. It made that call a long way from the impact that 
the decision is having on Indigenous pastoral leases and on people who are involved with the livestock trade. 

At 10 o’clock last Monday morning, I was due to have a teleconference with the minister responsible for primary 
industry in Queensland, Hon Tim Mulherin, and the minister responsible for primary industry in the Northern 
Territory, Hon Kon Vatskalis. A half-hour before the teleconference was due to start, it was cancelled. The steps 
that the federal minister was taking to talk to us about where things were at were shut down half an hour before 
they started. Forty-eight hours later, the federal government made the decision to cut the live trade off at its 
knees, which has impacted upon a significant number of Western Australians.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, I formally call you for the first time today. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The timing of this decision could not be worse for Western Australia. The next five to six 
months will represent 12 months of income that — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, I call you to order for the second time today. Member for Forrestfield 
and member for Murray–Wellington, I call you both to order for the first time today. This is an opportunity for 
the Minister for Agriculture and Food to answer the question; everybody in this place is interested in his answer 
to the question. Some members may have other questions to ask; I will give them the opportunity to do so later 
today. I simply want to hear from the minister. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The government cannot possibly condone or support what we saw on telly last week; it is 
absolutely horrendous, and we do not want to go there, but we also do not support the federal government’s 
response in shutting down the entire industry. The next four to five months present the most significant window 
of opportunity to get livestock off the pastoral leases and into the markets. The four to five months between May 
and September represent 12 months of income for pastoralists. The irony of this decision is that it actually 
creates animal welfare issues. Normally, we would have 60 000 head per month going into the Indonesian 
market. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, if you want to ask a question of the minister, I will give you the 
opportunity. At this point, I am going to formally call you to order for the third time today, along with the 
member for Maylands, who I formally call to order for the first time today. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There is the potential that those animals will go on very, very long trips; there is no 
sizeable abattoir north of a line between Bunbury and Townsville that can deal with that sort of capacity. We can 
see the sorts of potential animal welfare issues that this could create. The other part of this decision is that it does 
not actually address the animal welfare issues in Indonesia. We are the only country that invests in destination 
markets and animal welfare issues. We need to use our trade negotiations and arrangements as leverage to make 
those changes. If we are genuine about making a change in animal welfare conditions in destination markets, it 
must be done through our trade arrangements. By cutting that off, we will not deal with the fundamental issues 
that people are raising. The federal government did not consult with Western Australia, and that is a disgrace. 
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